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TEXT  

Luke 13:22-30
2He went on his way through towns and villages, teaching and journeying 
toward Jerusalem. 23And someone said to him, "Lord, will those who are 
saved be few?" And he said to them, 24"Strive to enter through the narrow 

door. For many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able. 25When 
once the master of the house has risen and shut the door, and you begin to 
stand outside and to knock at the door, saying, 'Lord, open to us,' then he 
will answer you, 'I do not know where you come from.' 26Then you will 
begin to say, 'We ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in our 
streets.' 27But he will say, 'I tell you, I do not know where you come from. 
Depart from me, all you workers of evil!' 28In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and 
Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God but you yourselves cast 
out. 29And people will come from east and west, and from north and south, 
and recline at table in the kingdom of God. 30And behold, some are last 
who will be first, and some are first who will be last."

It’s not easy to gain entrance to certain places: lock-down facilities, federal 
buildings, backstage at a concert, companies that need to safeguard their 
technology or ideas. And the perimeter of a military unit. 

I remember a time when my Army unit was going through a mock battle 
in the Mojave Desert, but the conditions were as realistic as possible. The 
battle was continuous, 24-7, no breaks, day or night.  And one night when 
it was pitch dark, no moon at all, my chaplain assistant and I were 
returning to our perimeter in a Humvee.  And we could not get in. Now, 
you have to understand that a perimeter can be as wide as a football 
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field, completely encircled by razor wire, and still have only a 
couple of entrances. Each entrance wide enough for only a 
Humvee to pass. The entrances are camouflaged and manned 
with guards to make it difficult for the enemy to get inside a 
unit’s perimeter. And in a tactical setting like a mock battle, no 
white light is allowed. That includes flashlights and headlights. So, 
on that pitch dark night we barely found the razor wire of our 
perimeter. We couldn’t find the entrance.

It’s not easy to gain entrance to certain places. 

Sometimes, that’s how we humans prefer it. It is tempting to think 
that only one’s own group will get into heaven. That may have been 

the wishful thinking of the man who asked Jesus, Will those who are saved 
be few? It’s as if he wanted Jesus to say,  Yes, only a few will be saved.

What did Jesus really answer? Did He say, Yes? Did He say there will be 
few in heaven? He did not say. What He said was, That’s not your primary 
concern. What is of primary concern to you: Don’t think you will 
automatically get into heaven just because you are part of a certain 
group. Strive to enter through the narrow door.

Faith is a constant striving. Yes, heaven is a free gift, through faith in Jesus. 
Jesus Himself is the Door to heaven. Jesus is the entrance into the 
presence of holy God, into the divine throne room of the King of the 
Universe. Just as the Israelites could not approach holy God at Mt Sinai 
(Exodus 19:14-22), so our imperfect obedience to the Commandments 
given at Sinai cannot enable us to approach God’s throne in heaven.  Jesus 
is the Door, the narrow Door, the open Door to heaven, who gains 
entrance for us, as a gift through faith in Him. But faith is a constant 
striving. It is a constant struggle to face up to our sins, to not rely on how 
Christian we are but to rely instead on Christ. Faith is a constant striving 
to fight off those forces inside and outside of us that tempt us to let go of 
that gift. 

The danger that threatens our faith is the one Jesus warns us about in this 
parable. He tells a parable about some people who stand outside of a 
door after it’s been closed. They knock at the door, saying, Sir, open to us. 
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He answers, I do not know where you come from. Then they say,  
We ate and drank in your presence and you taught in our 
streets.  Then He replies, I tell you, I do not know where you 
come from. Depart from me, you workers of evil! What leads us 
to think this parable is not directed at us are those words, 
workers of evil. We never think of ourselves as workers of evil. 
But apparently neither would those people in the parable. How 
could the man call them workers of evil? They had been together 
with him. They had dined in His presence. He had preached in their 
streets. 

This is the danger for those of us who have been together with the 
Lord for a while.  And feel familiar with Him.  We never think that 

the Lord would lump us in with workers of evil.  We never think the Lord 
would leave us outside the door. So the danger is that we allow our faith 
to become old and routine.  We start living on last year’s forgiveness.  

Are we still listening for God’s Word to chastise us for newly acquired 
bad habits or negligence? Do we speak of these things when we confess 
our sins in our daily prayers? Is God’s mercy new to us each morning? Or 
is His forgiveness something we keep in the freezer next to the other 
forgotten leftovers? In other words, are we receiving Christ anew 
constantly? 

We are the members of His Body. We are His organs, and organs live only 
as there is blood flowing through them. We need Christ’s Blood, His 
atonement, His resurrected life constantly flowing through us like a river.

That’s why God’s Son came here to this earth, eating and drinking with us 
and teaching in our streets. God’s Son came here in the flesh to take our 
sins of false security and spiritual carelessness and carry them into the 
presence of holy God at that other mountain, Calvary. He came here in 
the flesh so He could be struck down in our place. So He could be our 
entrance back into Paradise that God had promised. 

You and I passed through that entrance, we passed through the narrow 
Door when we were baptized. That was when we entered the kingdom of 
God. That was when we entered the Church. That was when we became 
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organs of the Body of Christ. That was when the Holy Spirit gave 
us the gift of heaven, the gift of faith. 

Because we still desire to enter into God’s holy presence to 
worship Him in the throne room of heaven someday, but we still 
sin, Jesus still comes here to this earth eating and drinking and 
teaching. He comes to us here in His Supper and His Word. Jesus 
is that Door that draws us. His Word and Supper here draw us to 
confess our sins at the entrance of the service and receive God’s 
forgiveness in Christ. And to confess that daily our sins need to be 
drowned in the remembrance of our Baptism. 

And receiving the absolution, we are enabled to enter into worship, 
to worship God here as we desire to worship Him at His throne in 
heaven. That again and again forgiveness of sins is what enables us to 
come into God’s presence here and in heaven. Jesus still comes here to 
this earth in His Supper that we may eat and drink in His presence, so 
our faith be made new each time, ever more reliant on Christ, not on 
how Christian we are; that our faith be made new each time, that we be 
prepared to depart in peace from this life, in peace according to His Word 
of promise so that when the multitude comes of every tribe and language 
and people and nation from east and west, and from north and south to 
recline at Table in the kingdom of God, we will be counted among them.

Amen
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